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                                            In This Issue 
 

    Great Barrington’s 264th Town Meeting starts at 2 p.m.  Saturday, 
May 3, at Monument Mountain Regional High School.  More about the 
meeting begins on page 3. 
 

   Town elections are Monday, May 13, with polls open from 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m.  at the State Road Fire House for precincts A, C and D and the 
Housatonic Community Center for precinct B.  Meet the candidates start-
ing on page 5. 

* * * 
Selectboard votes 3-1 to readvertise for town manager, rejecting two 

finalists.  More on page 8. 
* * * 

    Memorial Day parade in Housatonic starts Monday, May 26, at 10 a.m. at Front 
and Depot Streets near the post office, then proceeds on Depot Street to Main Street to 
Pleasant Street with a dedication at the bridge and then on Front Street to St. Bridget’s 
Cemetery for a memorial service.  Veterans from Housatonic Veterans of War Post 
8485, which is sponsoring the parade and service, and Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
8183 will participate, plus the Great Barrington selectmen and the Monument Mountain 
Regional High School band.  After the service, a ceremony will be held at the Great 
Barrington Town Hall. 

* * * 
    More News, including report on special town meeting about buying Housatonic Water Works and Great 
Barrington Fire District;  Attorney General’s concerns about HWW;  Board of Assessors’ decisions so far in 
2025 on requests for abatements. 
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   Meetings, Elections & More Scheduled in May  
   MEETING AGENDAS 
are posted on the town’s 
website at townofgb.org, 
and sent by THE  NEWSlet-
ter.  The agendas tell where 
to attend and provide a 
Zoom link, if needed. 

  A meeting held with all members there 
in person may still be held even if a Zoom 
link doesn’t work, according to the Attor-
ney General’s Division of Open Govern-
ment. 

Watch Past Meetings Online 
Recordings of many meetings are on 

Community Television for the Southern 
Berkshires at ctsbtv.org, YouTube and the 
Selectboard’s website page.  You can watch 
on your computer or on Spectrum cable 
television channels 1301 (public), 1302 
(education) and 1303 (government). 

Some boards, the Claire Teague Senior 
Center, town libraries and the Affordable 

Housing Trust have their own websites, 
given on their town website pages.  

The Berkshire Hills Regional 
School District’s website is at 
bhrsd.org. It, the town, Cultural Coun-
cil,  police and fire departments also 
have Facebook pages. 

The following meeting dates may change 
and more almost certainly will be added. 

May 
Berkshire Hills Regional School 
Committee meets May 1 & 15, 6 p.m. 
-ANNUAL TOWN MEETING IS 
SATURDAY, May 3, p.m., Monu-

ment Mountain Regional High School. 
-Tree Committee meets May 7, 5 p.m. 
-Berkshire Hills Regional School 

Committee’s Monument Building Com-
mittee meets May 7, 5:30 p.m. 

-Board of Health meets May 8, 6:30 
p.m. 

-Parks Commission meets May 12, 
5:15 p.m.  
-Planning Board meets May 8 & 22, 6 

p.m.  
-TOWN ELECTIONS ARE MAY 13, 

7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
-Selectboard meets May 14 & 19, 6 

p.m.  
-Historic District Commission meets 

May 15, 5:30 p.m. 
-Housatonic Improvement Committee 

meets May 27, 6:30 p.m. 
-Conservation Commission meets May 

28, 6:30 p.m. 
MEMORIAL DAY IS MAY 26, town 

building closed. MEMORIAL DAY PA-
RADE WILL START AT 10 A.M. NEAR 
HOUSATONIC POST OFFICE. 

Libraries, Senior Center, Bus Services, Recycling 
THE TOWN’S TWO LIBRARIES’ 

website at gblibraries.org lists programs for 
many interests and different ages at both 
libraries. THE NEWSletter sends the librar-
ies’ monthly newsletter to its email list. 

The New York Times, New York Times 
Cooking, Berkshire Eagle, Washington Post 
and THE NEWSletter can be read free 
online. Anyone with a Massachusetts library 
card can sign up for a Boston Public Library 
e-card. 

Books, CDs and DVDs can be ordered 
by calling Mason Library at 528-2403 or 
emailing masonramsdell@gmail.com or 
bark.cwmars.org.  Wifi is available on both 
libraries’ lawns and Mason’s parking lot. 

Museum passes are also available. 
Mason Library 

Mason Library on Main Street, Great 
Barrington, is closed Sundays and open 
Monday through Fridays from 10 a.m. to  6 
p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
Its phone number is 528-2403. 

Ramsdell Library 
Ramsdell Library on Main Street, 

Housatonic, is open Sundays from 1 to 4 

p.m., Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 
1 to 6 p.m.; closed Thursdays and Fridays, 
and open Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Its 
phone number is 274-3738. 

Ramsdell’s knitting group meets Tues-
days from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 

 Ramsdell has a loaning Library of 
Things that includes visual reality goggles, a 
sewing machine, a staple gun and a button 
maker. 

* * * 
THE CLAIRE TEAGUE SENIOR 

CENTER at 917 South Main St. offers 
activities and fitness classes, lunches and 
help with technology and applications such 
as SNAP, housing, fuel assistance. and more.  
Its phone number is 528-1881. 

Its website lists lunch menus and is at  
greatbarringtonseniors.org. 

Staff is available Mondays through Fri-
days to answer calls and offer counseling for 
SHINE, Serving the Health Insurance Needs 
of Everyone.  

Big Y donations are available Mondays 
and Wednesdays. 

THE NEWSletter sends “Grapevine,” 
the center’s monthly newsletter, to 
subscribers who have requested it. 

* * * 
SOUTH COUNTY CONNECTOR, 

fka Tritown Connector,  bus service has a 
new website, socoride.org. 

The town transit program provides trans-
portation for people who call  413-591-3826 
at least 48 hours in advance.  

With a Berkshire Taconic Community 
Foundation grant, the program offers free 
service until 11:30 p.m. Fridays for veterans, 
except for Pittsfield medical rides; and for 
seniors and people with disabilities need-
ing  transportation to local food pantries and 
free meal sites. 

Berkshire Regional Transportation’s 
website is at Berkshirerta.com. 

* * * 
THE RECYCLING CENTER on 

Stockbridge Road, across from Monument 
Mountain Regional High School, is open 
Fridays, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.; Saturdays, 7 a.m. 
to 3 p.m.; and Sundays, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

How to Subscribe to THE NEWSletter 
   READERS: If your budget is in-

creasingly tight, send what you can to 
subscribe. 

THE NEWSletter can make this offer 
only because some subscribers generously 
send extra when they renew,  Thanks to 
them, THE NEWSletter can hold off on a 
rate increase, even as costs have increased. 

When to Renew  
 IF YOUR face on the printed issue is 

green, your subscription ends with the next 
issue or the one after that. 

   If your face is blue, it’s time to 
renew. 

   Red face? Your paid or free trial 
subscription ended and you’re about to 
come off the mailing list. 

How To Subscribe 
  Twelve issues (one year) are $35 for 

the print version within the 012 zip code or 
$30 for the emailed one anywhere. 

  Cost to get the printed TN by bulk 
mail outside the 012 zip code is $40.  Cost 
for first class for a year (12 issues) is $55. 

Cost to get THE NEWSletter in large 
type is $40 for 12 issues, plus the annual 
print subscription. 

     Checks should be payable to THE 
NEWSletter and mailed to it at POB 567, 
Housatonic 01236. 
      Both the written and emailed versions 
include free emails — agendas, news 
updates, forwarded material — sent 
between issues. Your name and email 
address are kept confidential unless you’re 
an elected or appointed public official. 

You can forward everything to as 
many people as you want, but having 
THE NEWSletter send the emails between 
issues is $5 a year for each name.  

-EWM 



(ARTICLES continues on page 4) 

 

For Clean-Heat Comfort 
  

JOHN B. HULL, INC. 
     100 Main St.   Great Barrington, MA 

 

413-528-2800 
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Time To Decide Great Barrington’s Actions in FY ’26 
Is Saturday, May 3, 2 p.m., Monument Mountain High 

 GREAT BARRINGTON’S 264th AN-
NUAL TOWN MEETING starts at 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, May 3, at Monument Moun-
tain Regional High School. 

This is the first time anyone recalls 
meeting on Saturday.  The intent is to get 
more attendance than the usual meeting on a 
Monday evening. 

When you get to the high school and 
register to attend the meeting, you’ll get a 
copy of the warrant.  When the meeting 
starts, town moderator Michael Wise will 
begin by explaining procedures. 

Here’s a preview of the 29 articles on 
the warrant.  The Selectboard and Finance 
Committee recommend approval of all fi-
nancial articles.  THE NEWSletter reported 
on the boards’ discussion, and their recorded 
meetings are on CTSB. 

Article 1. Authorize Revolving Fund 
Limits:  Those fund and the amount are 
described in the warrant. 

Article 2. Elected Officials’ Salaries: 
The only paid officials are the selectmen, 
who get $4,900 each a year. 

Article 3. Appropriation of Funds for 
Conservation and for Cemetery Care: 
This article seeks to use funds from those 
accounts. 

Article 4. FY 26 Operating Budget:  
The warrant lists amounts for general gov-
ernment, public safety, Department of Pub-
lic Works, Cultural/Recreation/Human Ser-
vices and Miscellaneous.  The total is 
$16,692,744.   

Article 5. Capital Spending Authori-
zation: Items and the requested amounts are 
detailed.  The total is $13,079,100. 

Article 6. FY26 Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant Budget:  The total is 
$3,222,561.  Sewer users pay it but town 
meeting must appropriate it. 

Article 7. Capital Authorization for 
Wastewater Enterprise Fund:  The total is 
$1,150,000.  Again, sewer users pay it but 
town meeting must appropriate it. 

Article 8. FY26 Regional School As-
sessment:  This is the town’s assessment for 
the Berkshire Hills Regional School Dis-
trict.  The amount is $22,184,337 for the 
operating assessment and $25,211 for the 
capital assessment.   

Article 9. FY26 Out of District Voca-
tional Tuition and Transportation:  The 
amount is $135,000.  State law requires that 
a town pay this for students who reside in it.  

Article 10. Authorize Funding to 
Southern Berkshire Ambulance:  The 
ambulance service seeks $304,909.11 from 
Great Barrington.  It also seeks funds from 
other town it serves. 

Article 11. Authorize Funding To Un-
employment Trust Fund: The amount of 
$20,000 is requested. 

Article 12. Authorize Funding to the 
Affordable Housing Trust Fund:  This is 

from the Short Term Rental Special Reve-
nue Fund and must be appropriated every 
year.  This year’s amount is $71,747. 

Article 13. Authorize Funding for a 
Temporary Brookside Road Bridge and/
or Related Emergency Facilities.  The 
requested amount is $3 million “or any other 
sum.” 

Article 14. Authorize Use of Free 
Cash to Reduce the Tax Levy.   No amount 
is listed but the Finance Committee and 
Selectboard recommend using $256,723. 

Article 15. Authorization To Pay Prior 
Fiscal Years’ Invoices: The invoices are 
listed in the warrant. 

Article 16.  Rescinding of Old Bor-
rowing Authorizations: The amounts are 
provided in the warrant. 

This ends the financial articles.  
Article 17. Community Preservation 

Fund Reserves & Appropriations:  This 
includes the annual debt service for the Me-
morial Field project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Article 18. Community Preservation 
Projects:  Community Preservation Com-
mittee members will present these.   They 
total $905,800 in the categories of : 

-Affordable Housing for Affordable 
Housing Trust Fund, $375,000, and Marble 
Block Realty, $150,000;  

-Historic Resources for Unitarian Uni-
versalist Meeting of South Berkshire, 
$54,000; Mason Library clamshell canopy, 
$146,000; and Mason Library exterior 
sconces, $49,000; 

-Open Space and Recreation for Berk-
shire Natural Resources Council trail, 
$24,800 and Town park equipment, 
$107,000. 

Article 19.  Accept Property Tax Ex-
emptions.  The Selectboard recommends 
this; the exemptions are described in the 
article and in a memo reproduced in this 
NEWSletter.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    WHAT’S MOST IMPORTANT for 
you to know at town meeting is also your 
basic right: 

If you don’t understand something, 
you have the right to request an explana-
tion. 

Great Barrington officials — including 
the moderator, the selectmen and members 
of other town boards — are usually patient 
about answering questions. But they’re not 
doing you a favor by answering. They’re 
fulfilling their obligation. 

It’s not your fault if you don’t under-
stand a warrant article. They’re sometimes 
difficult to follow.  Town officials some-

times forget that while they’re accustomed 
to the vocabulary or procedure for financial 
or zoning matters, most people don’t use 
those terms every day.  But they’re capable 
of explaining what’s meant and you voters 
have the right to insist that they do. 

You also have the right to ask what 
would happen if you don’t agree to spend-
ing the requested money or to changing the 
zoning. The moderator may preside at town 
meeting but you the voters, are the ones 
who really are in charge.   

YOU make the decisions. YOU have 
the responsibility.  Use it wisely. 

— Eileen W. Mooney 

Your Basic Right at Town Meeting 
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May 3 Annual Town Meeting Warrant, continued 

BHRSC Has Tighter Budget 

Looking for a Home? 
Call Tom Doyle 

email: scarnaghtom@gmail.com 
cell: 646-438-1329 

 

Podcast Link: (best @38 minutes for real estate info) 
https://youtu.be/YATqYuLSVC8  

 

Bishop West Real Estate Inc. in Massachusetts, New York,  
Florida, Vermont, and Dunes Real Estate, South Carolina  

 

Thanks for renewing your NEWSletter subscription! 

Article 20. Tax Title Payment Agree-
ments Bylaw: This would authorize the 
town treasurer to enter into tax title payment 
agreements per Massachusetts General Laws 
Chapter 60, section 62A. 

Article 21.  Accept General Law Re-
garding Abandoned Funds:  This would 
enable the town to dispose of abandoned 
funds, including unclaimed excess equity 
from tax title foreclosure properties. 

Article 22.  Fee for Common Victual-
ler Licenses.  This would enable the license 
fee for a common victualler license to in-
crease from $25 to $100. 

The Planning Board recommends the 
following articles. The proposed changes 
are included in the warrant. 

Article 23. Zoning — Residential 
Cluster Development:  This would delete 

Planned Unit Residential Development and 
replace it with Residential Cluster Develop-
ment. 

Article 24.  Zoning — Campus Over-
lay District:  This would be a new bylaw 
intended to enable re-use of the Simon’s 
Rock campus. 

Article 25.  Zoning — Certain Re-
quirements for Multi-Unit Dwellings:  
This would amend the present bylaw, as 
shown in the article, in part by decreasing 
the amount of permeable open space from 
50% to 25%. 

Article 26.  Acquisition of Easements 
for Housatonic Rail Trail Extension:  This 
would enable the Selectboard to acquire 
land along Lake Mansfield Road and appro-
priate funds for such acquisition.   

Article 27.  Acquisition and Transfer 
of Land and/or Easements at Fair-
grounds:  This would enable the Select-
board to acquire land at the fairgrounds on 
South Main Street and determine payment. 

Article 28.  Acquisition of Rights-of-
Way for the Division Street Bridge:  This 
would authorize the board to acquire and 
pay for easements and other rights to pro-
vide a new bridge over the Housatonic Riv-
er. 

Article 29. Discontinuance of 
Ramsdell Road:  This would enable the 
board to end part of Ramsdell Road as a 
public way. 

There are no citizen’s petitions so the 
next motion would be to adjourn the annual 
town meeting or, depending on the time, 
continue to another time. 

 

THE GREAT BARRINGTON FIRE 
DISTRICT WATER DEPARTMENT annual 
town election and meeting will be Monday, 
May 12, at 17 East St. 

Polls open at 6 and close at 8 p.m.   
The meeting begins at 7 p.m.  Any Water 

Department customer may participate. 
The warrant is being sent to district us-

ers and is posted on the website at greatbar-
ringtonwater.org.   

A preview follows: 
Article 1.  Choose a moderator. 
Article 2.  Elect a member of the Pru-

dential Committee and Board of Public 
Works for a three-year term.  Polls will be 
open from 6 to 8 p.m. 

The only candidate on the ballot is Wal-
ter “Buddy” Atwood III, who has been on 
the committee since 1998 and is now chair-
man. 

Article 3.  Reports of officers or com-
mittees. 

Article 4.  Authorize the treasurer, with 
approval of the Prudential Committee, to 
borrow money during the fiscal year that 
begins July 1.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kenneth Schumacher is the district’s 
treasurer.  Cynthia Ullrich is assistant treas-
urer and clerk. 

Article 5.  Approve funding 17 items for 
the Water Department, including  salaries, 
operations, indebtedness, employment taxes, 
auditing records, insurance, water pumping 
costs, and reserve fund.  Amounts are not 
provided in the article. 

The following articles 6, 7, 8, 9, 11 and 
12 give an amount followed by “or any oth-
er sum.” 

Article 6.  Appropriate $52,200 to the 
Berkshire County Retirement System.   

Article 7.  Appropriate $159,000 for the 
employees’ and retired employees’ contribu-
tory group insurance. 

Article 8.  Appropriate $100,000 to pay 
Other Post Employment Benefits.” 

Article 9. Appropriate $770,000 for 
water exploration. 

Article 10.  Use $240,190 of  free cash 
to reduce the tax levy. 

Article 11.  Put $15,000 in the Employ-
ees’ Trust Fund. 

Article 12.  Put $30,000 in the Stabiliza-
tion Fund. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Article 13.  Buy a utility body truck for 
$120,000. 

Article 14.  Authorize the Prudential 
Committee to sell at public or private sale 
equipment “no longer useful to said Dis-
trict.” 

The warrant is signed by Prudential 
Committee members Mr. Atwood, Mr. Schu-
macher, Robert Hammer, William Brinker 
and William Foster and, as clerk, Ms. 
Ullrich. 

District To Seek Federal Funds 
The district has filed a notice on its web-

site that it intends to apply for federal funds 
from the  Department of Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Rural Utilities Service for its 
projects for  ultraviolet disinfection at the 
Green River Pump Station and its intercon-
nection with Housatonic Water Works.   

Comments regarding this application 
should be submitted to the Great Barrington 
Fire District, the notice states. 

District voters approved the projects at 
the May 15, 2023, annual meeting. 

Fire District’s Annual Meeting Is Monday,  May 12 

How To Reach Officials 
STATE SEN. PAUL MARK has 

office hours in the Great Barrington 
Town Hall the first and third Monday of 
the month from 9 a.m. to noon. 

His district office is at 773 Tyler St., 
Pittsfield.  Telephone number is 413-464-
5635 there and 617-722-1625 at the State 
House.  His email is 
Paul.Mark@masenate.gov 

His constituent services director,  
Casey Pease, is at ca-
sey.pease@masenate.gov. 

* * * 
     STATE REP. LEIGH DAVIS has not  
scheduled office hours but is at 413-854-
4623  or leigh.davis@mahouse.gov 

    Her aide, Serena Keenan, is at 
serena.keenan@mahouse.gov 
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(ELECTIONS cont. on page 6) 

 

Town Elections Are Tuesday, May 13 
 

      Meet The Candidates Who Want Your Vote 

 

WHAT FOLLOWS IS INTENDED as 
an introduction to candidates on the ballot 
for town elections Tuesday, May 13. Most 
candidates don’t need an introduction, 
though, as they’re incumbents. 

Polls will be open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
at the State Road Fire Station for precincts 
A, C and D and the Housatonic Community 
Center for precinct B. 

All candidates are running unopposed. 
One seat — for four years on the Great 

Barrington Housing Authority’s Board of 
Commissioners — has no candidate and 
apparently will be determined by who has 
the most write-in votes. 

The offices and candidates are presented 
in alphabetical order, with brief explanations 
of each office, generally taken from the town 
website. 

Additional Questions on Ballot        
The ballot also asks voters to: 
— Assess an additional $90,000 in real 

estate and personal property taxes  to buy a 
drone and electronic bicycle for the Police 
Department; two transit vehicles, technology 
a file server with applicable accessories and/
or software, a mower, and construction mats 
for the Department of Public Works;  and 
funding additional capital improvements and 
equipment for town parks. 

-Exempt from provisions of Proposition 
2-1/2 amounts required to pay for the bond 
issued to buy two police cruisers, 25 
handheld radios and nine on-board apparatus 
radios (fire trucks and response vehicles) for 
the Fire Department; a large field mower, 
dump truck freightline, excavator, Ford F-
350 pickup truck and utility van for the De-
partment of Public Works; and to fund capi-
tal projects at the Courthouse, town libraries 
and any emergency repairs and/or improve-
ments and architectural and engineering 
services for town facilities; and to fund ex-
penses for capital improvement projects for 
town streets, bridges, culverts and related 
engineering costs. 

-Exempt from Proposition 2-1/2 the 
amounts to be borrowed “for the bond issued 
in order to pay costs related to the construc-
tion and installation of a temporary bridge 
on Brookside Road over the Housatonic 
River, and/or for the construction of tempo-
rary emergency services facilities on or near 
Brookside Road, and for the payment of all 
other costs incidental and related thereto.” 

 

Board of Health  
The Health Department is responsible 

for ensuring compliance with all food ser-
vice, septic system and well construction, 
lodging, public-pools, recreational camps, 
residential housing, and tobacco regulations. 

This department also investigates nui-
sance complaints, reports and follows up on 
communicable diseases, conducts annual flu 

clinics for residents, monitors beach waters, 
and regularly updates and exercises the 
town’s public health emergency plans.  

The three elected board members work 
with health agent Rebecca Jurczyk. 

Elect 1, 3-Year Term 
Mr. Lanoue was asked: 

What do you think Great Barrington -- 
not just the Board of Health -- needs to do to 
protect the health of its residents? 

Michael Lanoue 
    Mr. Lanoue, 44, resides at 
59 Hurlburt Road. He seeks 
his fourth term on the Board 
of Health, of which he is 
chairman. 
    He has been on the Conser-
vation Commission since 
2020. 
    Mr. Lanoue graduated in 
2004 from Gordon College 

with a degree in music. 
He is a builder with David E. Lanoue 

Inc.  
Mr. Lanoue’s answer: 

"The town of Great Barrington should 
focus on two areas in order to protect the 
health of its residents.   

“The first would be to continue support-
ing the Board of Health as it seeks to address 
both new and longstanding issues. An exam-
ple of this would be the way in which the 
town has and continues to financially sup-
port the board as it seeks to address the 
Housatonic Water Works issue.  

“The second area the town should focus 
on are those issues which lie beyond the 
specific regulatory authority of the Board of 
Health but which impact the health and well 
being of its residents.  

“This may include such actions as ac-
quiring and running a water system, giving 
appropriate scrutiny to new and emergent 
technologies such as 5G cell towers, and 
supporting those organizations addressing 
chronic disease, substance abuse, and mental 
health.” 

Board of Library 
Trustees 

The six-member Board of Library Trus-
tees is responsible for plans, policies and 
procedures of Mason Library in Great Bar-
rington and Ramsdell Library in Housatonic. 

Elect 2, 3-Year Terms 
Both candidates were asked: 
What would you like the library 

trustees to accomplish in the next three 
years and why?  

Ruby Chang 
     Dr. Chang, 68, a  

pediatrician, resides at 253 Long Pond Road 

and seeks her second term as 
a library 
trustee.  
    She has been on the Board 
of Health since 2019 and has 
lived in Great Barrington for 
the past 13 years.  
    Dr. Chang helped write the  
library board’s for Five Year 

Strategic Plan, and applications for two 
Community Preservation  Act grants and the 
Massachusetts Board of Library Trustee 
construction grant.  

She is one of two trustees serving on the 
Ramsdell Building Committee.  

Great Barrington Rotary Club named her 
its Citizen of the Year last year. 

She said she plans to continue to support 
her knowledge by attending MBLC and 
Massachusetts Association of library Trus-
tees programs. 

Dr. Chang’s answer: 
She wrote that she plans “to continue her 

role in shepherding to completion the 
Ramsdell Renovation Project and support 
the Mason and Ramsdell Library in this era 
of widespread fund cutting.” 

Lauren Clark 
   Ms. Clark, 67, lives 

at 180 North Plain Road. 
She seeks her fourth term 
on the board. 

   Ms. Clark attended 
Dean and Elizabeth Seton 
colleges. She owns Lauren 
Clark 
Fine Art and co-owns 
Childs+Clark Gallery, both at 684 Main St. 

Ms. Clark’s answer: 
     “I would like the library trustees to ac-
complish the  steering of the Ramsdell Li-
brary renovations which will be starting 
during this time period.  I believe making 
the Ramsdell updated and accessible to all 
will greatly benefit the residents of 
Housatonic and Great Barrington alike.” 

Finance Committee 
The Finance Committee serves as the 

financial advisory board, making recommen-
dations to town meeting on the town budget 
and financial warrant articles. It also ap-
proves appropriations from the Reserve 
Fund. 

Elect 2, 3-Year Terms 
   Both candidates were asked: 
   What changes do you think the 

Finance Committee could make to cut 
taxes and keep costs down? 

Milena Cerna 
   Ms. Cerna, 70, resides at 

90 Christian Hill Road and 
 

 



(ELECTIONS continues on page 7) 
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Meet More Candidates for Election May 13 
seeks her second term on the Finance Com-
mittee. 

   Ms. Cerna graduated from the Prague 
School of Economics in Prague, Czechoslo-
vakia, with her bachelor and master degrees 
in economics and has a master’s degree in 
finance from Columbia University’s Gradu-
ate School of Business. 

She worked for more than 25 years in 
banking and finance, first as a senior vice 
president with Citigroup, then as global 
market head at Bloomberg, and managing 
director at PlanEcon/Warburg Pincus.  

She then was executive director of  Yale 
University’s School of Management and 
retired as associate dean of Columbia Uni-
versity’s School of International and Public 
Affairs. 

She has been treasurer of several organi-
zations in Massachusetts, Connecticut and 
New York, she wrote. 

Ms. Cerna’s answer: 
“We will be most likely faced with a 

very challenging financial environment for 
the next several years, with inflationary 
increases across the board.  

“It will be therefore critical to stay vigi-
lant and continue to eliminate any nonessen-
tial expenses from our town and school 
budgets, achieve cost savings and become 
more efficient by sharing resources with 
other towns and lobbying more aggressively 
at the state level to secure additional funding 
to properly maintain our aging infrastruc-
ture.  

“In order to be able to actually cut our 
taxes, we will need to eliminate the $6 mil-
lion to $7 million subsidy that our school 
district pays annually to towns who send 
their tuition-in and choice-in students to be 
educated in Great Barrington.  

“By making these towns pay a fair share 
of the education expenses,  Great Barrington 
taxpayers would see their tax bills reduce on 
average by 23% (in 2026 budget scenario).” 

Madonna Meagher 
Ms. Meagher did not return her candi-

date’s statement or answer the question.  She 
seeks her third term on the board.  When she 
first ran nine years ago, she wrote  that she 
lives at 3 Alford Road and graduated from 
the University of Massachusetts-Amherst in 
1978. 

Housing Authority 
The Housing Authority was created by 

unanimous vote at Great Barrington’s town 
meeting in May 1963.  

The GBHA oversees Flag Rock Village 
off Park Street/Route 183, Housatonic, with 
18 family apartments and 32 senior units; 
Brookside Manor on South Main Street, 
Great Barrington, with 31 senior units; Dew-
ey Court in Sheffield, with 22 senior/
handicap one-bedroom units and eight fami-
ly units; and one state Department of Devel-
opmental Services house. 

The state Executive Office of Housing 
and Livable Communities, formerly the 
Department of Housing and Community 

Development, oversees and helps finance 
these units. No town funds are used. 

Two seats are up for election this year 
but only one candidate is running.   The 
town clerk’s reports of who took out nomi-
nation papers listed the seats as a four-year 
term ending in 2029, for which no one took 
out papers, and one term ending in 2026, for 
which Maureen Meier returned nomination 
papers. 

 However, that 2026 term was apparent-
ly intended for five years, ending in 2030, 
and Ms. Meier will be on the ballot for it, 
town clerk Joshua Risen said. 

Elect 1, 4-Year Term 
No candidate 

Elect 1, 5-Year Term 
Ms. Meier was asked: 
Why do you want to be on the Great 

Barrington Housing Authority? 

Maureen E. Meier 
    Ms. Meier, 64, lives at 11 
George St.   
    She was appointed to the 
GBHA last year as the gov-
ernor’s appointee but re-
signed to care for an ailing 
family member.  She was 
appointed again this year by 
the two remaining GBHA 
board members and the se-

lectmen. 
Ms. Meier graduated from Ithaca Col-

lege in 1982 with a dual major in literature 
and history and then in 1984 from State 
University of New York-Albany with a mas-
ter’s degree in secondary education. 

She wrote that she is a retired bookkeep-
er/office manager and hosts guests at her 
AirBnB. 

Ms. Meier’s answer: 
“I want to help.  I have more time at this 

point in my life with my work slowing down 
and my children now grown up and moved 
away.  I think I have a skill set I could put to 
good use on the board.  I care about people, 
especially people who have limited options 
for housing, and I care about our town.” 

Moderator 
The moderator presides at town meet-

ings and  appoints “all committees author-
ized by Town Meeting within 21 days of 
said meeting,” according to the Town Code. 

Elect 1, 1-Year Term 
Mr. Wise was asked: 
What do you want to accomplish? 

Michael Wise 
Mr. Wise, 77, a retired 

lawyer, resides at 173 Castle 
St.  He was first elected mod-
erator in 2016.  

He is chair of the Zoning 
Board of Appeal.  

Since moving to Great 
Barrington full-time in 2010, 
he has served on the Finance 
Committee and was chairman 
from 2015 to 2017.      

He has been on  
the Cultural Council, 
Tree Committee, Master Plan Committee of 
which he was co-chair, Charter Review 
Committee of which he was vice chair, two 
town manager screening committees, and 
the Berkshire Hills Regional School Dis-
trict’s Regional Agreement Amendment 
Committee.  

He is also chair of the Democratic Town 
Committee.  

He attended New England Conservatory 
and graduated in 1968 from Michigan State 
University. He received his law degree in 
1974 from Yale Law School. 

Mr. Wise’s answer: 
“I want to maintain Great Barrington's 

tradition of civil, productive town meet-
ings.” 

Planning Board 
The Planning Board is responsible for 

adopting subdivision rules and approving 
definitive plan reviews, drafting and submit-
ting to town meeting proposed amendments 
to the town’s zoning bylaws, and approving 
site plans.  

It is also the special permit granting 
authority for assisted living residences and 
solar energy facilities. 

Elect 2; ; 3-Year Terms 
The candidates were asked: 
What changes do you think the Planning 

Board could make to further encourage 
more business and more housing in Great 
Barrington? 

Jeremy Higa 
Mr. Higa, 55, lives at 

Rose Court East. He seeks his 
fourth term on the Planning 
Board. 

He attended the Universi-
ty of Hawaii and is customer 
service manager at the Berk-
shire Food Co-op. 

He has been the Planning 
Board’s representative to the 
Community Preservation Committee since 
2018. 

Mr. Higa’s answer: 
    Mr. Higa did not answer the question. 

Brandee Nelson 
 Ms. Nelson, 49, lives at 

28 Barrington Place.  She is 
chairman of the Planning 
Board. 

  She has been on both the 
Planning Board and the Lake 
Mansfield Improvement Task 
Force since 2014.  

  She was on the former 
Energy Committee from 2011 
to 2012. 

 Ms. Nelson graduated from Whitehouse 
(Texas) High School and in 1997 from Mon-
tana Tech with a degree in environmental 
engineering. 

 
 

She 
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Planning Board cont.; Candidates for Selectmen, ZBA 

 

She is a civil engineer with Tighe and 
Bond. 

Ms. Nelson’s answer: 
“For the past year, I have been champi-

oning an effort for the Planning Board to 
lead a Master Plan revision process that rec-
ognizes how much our town has evolved 
since the Master Plan was completed in 
2013.  

“Not only are we grappling with eco-
nomic development and housing challenges, 
we also are living in a world with a high 
degree of uncertainty related to the economy 
and the climate. Updating our Master Plan 
will require funds, which are somewhat lim-
ited in this budget cycle so if we cannot pro-
ceed with the Master Plan update in the near 
term, I’d like to continue to champion this 
issue so that we have a good planning docu-
ment in place to guide the growth of our 
community into the next decade. 

 “At the Planning Board, I would like to 
continue to promote a variety of land use and 
zoning policies that will promote economic 
development, such as the new redevelopment 
overlay on the Simon’s Rock campus,  and 
reduce zoning burden for housing develop-
ment.    

“I want us to continue to provide for the 
economic base in our community with ap-
propriate use of commercial and industrial 
zoning, as well as to provide for future hous-
ing opportunities by focusing development 
where we have existing infrastructure such 
as sewer and water that can accommodate 
denser development.” 

Selectboard 
Selectmen are the only elected town 

officials who are paid. Each of the five se-
lectmen receives $4,900 and may participate 
in the town’s health insurance plan. 

The town charter states that the Select-
board “shall, through the town manager, 
exercise general supervision over all matters 
affecting the town’s interests or welfare.” 

Its long list of responsibilities is at 
ecode360.com/13819957 

Elect 2, 3-Year Terms 
Leigh Davis resigned from the board as 

she was elected state representative. 
The candidates were asked to answer, in 

500 words or less: 
What can Great Barrington do to en-

courage more housing and business -- not 
just restaurants -- in town, and how should it 
ensure that developers for housing and/or 
businesses who say they'll come here actual-
ly do? 

Steve Bannon 
   Mr. Bannon, 66, of 19 Fairview Ter-

race seeks his sixth term on the Selectboard. 
   He has been the board’s chairman 

since 2019 and was vice chairman from 2015 
through 2018. 

   He also has been chairman of the Berk-
shire Hills Regional School Committee since 

1999.   He was first appointed 
to that committee in 1997 and 
has been re-elected since then.  
He has been on school com-
mittee subcommittees for con-
tract negotiation, policy, 
and finance. He is past chair-
man of the 
superintendent search commit-
tee and is  a current member of 

the Monument Mountain Regional High 
School building committee. 

In 2014, Mr. Bannon received 
the Lifetime Achievement Award of the 
Massachusetts Association of School Com-
mittees. 

He has been chairman of School Center 
Inc. since 2017. 

Mr. Bannon also is a member of the 
town’s Great Barrington Parks and Recrea-
tion Commission and Cemetery Committee. 
      He is a member of the citizens’ commit-
tee considering re-use of the Bard College of 
Simon’s Rock property off Alford Road, the 
Karebear Executive Committee, and  
Great Barrington Rotary Cub since 1983 
and on its board since 2010. 

He has been on the Great Barrington 
Historical Society’s board in 2015. 

Mr. Bannon graduated in 1976 from 
Monument Mountain Regional High School 
and from Massachusetts College of Pharma-
cy-Hampden Campus in 1981. 

His family owned and operated Bill’s 
Pharmacy for more than 40 years before 
selling it to CVS in 2008. 
     He has been a pharmacist at Fairview 
Hospital since 2009. 

Mr. Bannon’s answer: 
“The   Town of Great Barrington needs 

to encourage housing and businesses to come 
to town. To accomplish this, it must be done 
in ways other than monetary contributions. It 
is unfair to the taxpayers to wholly subsidize 
these projects using tax dollars.  

“When a developer wants to do a project, 
their first contact is with the staff of the 
Town Hall.   

“Our staff needs to continue to be excep-
tional in welcoming people and helping them 
through what can often be a complicated 
process.  Working through state and town 
laws and regulations can often be intimidat-
ing. If a developer or business owner feels 
the town is putting road blocks up or isn’t 
being welcoming, they probably will find 
some other place to do business and we all 
lose. 

“The town can partner with private enti-
ties to apply for grants or low interest loans. 
This encourages businesses to come to town 
with less of an initial  financial burden. The 
Community Preservation Act is an example 
of town-controlled monies that have been 
used to support private entities, specifically 
affordable housing.  

“Some citizens feel the town should be 
more involved in private sales. For instance, 
if a property is for sale, it may automatically 

be thought that the town needs to assure that 
property is used for affordable or work force 
housing. Towns are not in the business of 
dictating the uses of properties. They can 
encourage affordable or workforce housing 
in certain locations by smart zoning.  

“I believe our Planning Board does an 
excellent job of encouraging the appropriate 
use of properties.  

“In a democratic society, there is no way 
to assure that someone who shows interest 
actually follows through, other than being 
welcoming and cooperating throughout the 
process. It is vital to have the right people 
and procedures in place to ensure a smooth 
process and I am confident that Great Bar-
rington is in a good place to compete with 
neighboring towns to continue its sustaina-
bility and growth.” 

Philip Orenstein 
   Mr. Orenstein, 62, lives at 
4 Alford Road.  He wrote 
that he is a finance profes-
sional. 
   He was elected last year to 
his third term on the Finance 
Committee, of which he is 
chairman. 
   He has been on the Great 

Barrington Housing Authority board since 
2022 and was elected chairman earlier this 
year. 

For a year ending last November, he was 
interim executive director of Community 
Development Corporation of South Berk-
shire, of which he had been a board member 
and treasurer since 2023. 

He has an economics degree from 
George Washington University and a mas-
ter’s degree in finance from New York Uni-
versity.   

Mr. Orenstein’s answer: 
     “Great Barrington is fortunate to be 

the economic hub of greater South Berkshire 
county and our town government will contin-
ue to play a critical role in supporting this 
vibrant economy.   

    “Given our budgetary constraints and 
critical pending municipal projects we must 
prioritize efforts to attract private capital for 
responsible commercial, nonprofit and resi-
dential developments that comply with our 
permitting and zoning regulations.  

“This local support is particularly im-
portant when projects rely on state and feder-
al financing with complex requirements. An 
excellent example of how this process can 
drive economic activity is the town’s proac-
tive role in attracting private investors for the 
former Housatonic School building. The 
process identified and communicated a spe-
cific opportunity that encouraged new in-
vestment in our town. 

“Another piece of the town’s role in 
economic development is the need to main-
tain and improve its physical infrastructure 

 

(ELECTIONS continues on page 8) 
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including roads, bridges, traffic manage-
ment, public transportation and public park-
ing.  

“This also includes our targeted invest-
ments to support expansion of high-speed 
internet access. 

“For projects requiring a special permit 
the town should continue to provide prompt 
and constructive feedback conducive to 
collaboration.  Feedback from residents is a 
critical part of this process. And as a follow-
up the town must continue to monitor com-
pliance with existing special permits.” 

Zoning Board  
Of Appeals 

  The ZBA has five members and two 
alternate members. 

The ZBA may hear and decide upon 
appeals by persons who have been unable to 
obtain a permit or enforcement action in 
accordance with Great Barrington's Zoning 
By-Law and related zoning provisions of 
Massachusetts law; and act on applications 
for variances. 

Elect 1, 5-Year Term 
Ms. Brodeur was asked: 

Why do you want to be on the ZBA? 
J.B. Brodeur 

     Ms. Brodeur, 75, lives at  
2 Pine St.  She has been an 
associate member of the 
ZBA for two years and a 
member of the Design Advi-
sory Committee since 2023. 
    She received a degree in 
education in 1971 from 
Framingham State College 
and completed a program at 

the London College of Design in 1978. 
   Ms. Brodeur has taught at Boston 

Public Schools at Girls’ High School in 
Roxbury, in Australia for the Victorian Con-
solidated Schools in Cohuna,  Victoria, and 
adult education for the City of Cairns, 
Queensland. 

She worked in clothing manufacture in 
Hong Kong and from 1997 to 2004 at Cy-
press Apparel in Sheffield. 

Ms. Brodeur’s answer: 
“I’ve lived in Great Barrington for near-

ly 28 years and feel a deep sense of belong-
ing and a desire to become more active in 
the town’s workings.  I have enjoyed my 
stint as an associate member and I am eager 
to engage fully with the current members, 
whom I respect a great deal.” 

 

ON A 3-1 VOTE, the selectmen agreed 
April 22 to reject both finalists for the posi-
tion of town manager and re-advertise. 

Finalists Angeline Lopes Ellison and 
Marc Strange may reapply if they want, Se-
lectboard chairman Steve Bannon said after 
the vote. 

Garfield Reed voted against the motion.  
When the discussion began, he said he fa-
vored Ms. Ellison.   

It’s important that she’s a woman, she has 
experience and she was prepared, he said, 
noting that she referred to the town’s Master 
Plan. 

He was concerned that Mr. Strange did 
not plan to move to Great Barrington, he add-
ed. 

Eric Gabriel said he did not want to feel 
rushed about deciding and felt the selectmen 
owe it to the town to have another round of 
candidates. 

Ben Elliott agreed.  So did Mr. Bannon, 
who added that sometimes good candidates 
aren’t a good fit.   

Great Barrington has challenges, the se-
lectmen noted. 

It’s been “helped tremendously” by hav-
ing Chris Rembold, who is serving as both 
interim town manager and director of plan-
ning and development, Mr. Bannon said. 

Could Hire Interim Manager 
If Mr. Rembold can’t continue to do this, 

we’ll hire an interim manager, he said. 
Bernard Lynch, head of search firm Com-

munity Paradigm, was at the meeting and said 
he will re-advertise.  Advertising is done na-
tionally, he said when resident Jennifer Clark 
asked. 

The town might be competing with others 
in the area, he cautioned.  He repeated that 
this is a difficult time to seek applicants.  

Mr. Bannon said the board will decide 
whether to keep the town manager screening 
committee or readvertise for new members. 

Finalists Interviewed April 15 
Ms. Ellison and Mr. Strange were inter-

viewed separately April 15.  Mr. Lynch was 

present and only the selectmen could ask 
questions. 

A recording of the interviews is on CTSB 
at   /ctsbtv.org  Watching, rather than reading 
about them, lets someone see their physical 
reactions to the questions. 

Ms. Ellison said she planned to move to 
Great Barrington if hired.  Mr. Strange said he 
would commute from his home in Longmead-
ow as it’s about an hour away and he doesn’t 
mind the drive. 

Their resumes were sent to THE NEWS-
letter’s email list but here’s a brief summary. 

Angelina Lopez Ellison 
Ms. Ellison was town administrator of 

Fairhaven from 2022 until she left last year.  
Before that, she was North Adams administra-
tive officer and chief of staff from 2020 to 
2022; town manager of Uxbridge from 2018 
to 2020; and town administrator of Blandford 
from 2016 to 2018. 

From 2008 to 2019, she was an independ-
ent consultant.  She has been associate dean 
of students affairs at the University of Massa-
chusetts in Boston. 

She has a master certificate in local gov-
ernment leadership and management from 
Suffolk University, a master’s degree in 
American studies from the University of Mas-
sachusetts-Boston, and a bachelor’s degree in 
political science from Southeastern Massa-
chusetts University. 

She was in the Army National Guard. 
Marc Strange 

Mr. Strange has been town administrator 
in Ludlow since 2022.  From 2015 to 2022, he 
was planning and community development 
director in Agawam. 

He was a Longmeadow selectman from 
2019 to 2022. 

He had a law office in Springfield from 
2014 to 2015 and has worked for the state in 
the Department of Unemployment Assistance. 

He received his law degree in 2004 from 
Western New England College School of Law 
and a bachelor’s degree in marketing manage-
ment from Syracuse University in 1998. 

Selectman, cont.;  
Zoning Board 

The state attorney general’s office filed 
with the state Department of Public Utilities a 
response to the Stockbridge and Great Bar-
rington motion that Housatonic Water Works 
be required to proceed with projects intended 
to improve water.   

The response is in this NEWSletter. 
As THE NEWSletter has reported, HWW 

sought to delay installing a manganese filtra-
tion system because of financial problems.  

The AG’s response  includes the follow-
ing statements, both on page 6: 

“… the Settlement was designed specifi-
cally to allow after-the-fact scrutiny into the 

Company’s efforts to finance and construct 
the capital projects needed to bring adequate 
water quality to the Company’s customers.  
The Company — not the ratepayers — bears 
the risk of cost disallowance should its efforts 
be found imprudent.” 

“Although the AGO opposes the Towns’ 
motion for enforcement, the AGO is genuine-
ly concerned about the delays surrounding 
the construction of the Manganese Filtration 
System and acknowledges the imperative 
need to provide HWW customers with signif-
icantly improved water quality.”  

 

AG Concerned About HWW’s Water Quality 

Selectmen Reject Both Finalists  
For Town Manager; To Start Over 
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Voters Say  ‘No!’ To Buying HWW;  
They Table Action on Fire District 
   VOTERS AT THE SPECIAL TOWN 

MEETING April 17 gave a definite “no” to 
acquiring Housatonic Water Works — at least, 
as proposed in the warrant article, for up to 
$2.3 million — and tabled indefinitely the 
meeting’s second article, acquiring the Great 
Barrington Fire District. 

The vote on buying HWW was 140 to 
acquire it and 241 opposed.   

The vote was advisory, not binding, so 
passage would have needed a majority, not 
two-thirds, vote, according to attorney David 
Doneski of town counsel KP Law.   

Mr. Doneski  was delayed in traffic and 
arrived at the meeting after  the vote.  Howev-
er, he had sent an opinion to interim town 
manager Chris Rembold, who read it at the 
start of the special town meeting.   

Meeting Called by About 300 Voters 
 The warrant had two articles, prepared by 

Sharon Gregory of Great Barrington, and 
was called by citizens petitions. Each peti-

tion had about 100 more signatures than the 
needed 200. 

Ms. Gregory showed a Powerpoint that 
included a visual showing that consultants, 
including lawyers and accountants, received 
about 15% of HWW’s expenditures, with 
40% going to salaries,  including to owners 
Jim and Fred Mercer, and about 20% to 
pumping, purification and distribution. 

Agrees With Intent, Not Method 
Second speaker was selectman Ben El-

liott, who said he agrees with the articles’ 
intent but not the method and claimed the 
town is on the way to acquiring HWW.  The 
selectmen have had executive sessions and 
hired a lawyer to consider negotiations with 
HWW.  They have provided no details. 

HWW’s owners might be better at manip-
ulating the legal system than at operating a 
water system, Mr. Elliott stated. He sought to 
table the article but that motion failed.   
Two Other Selectmen Oppose Article 

Selectman Eric Gabriel said HWW needs 
to be a public entity but asked voters to give 
the selectmen more time to negotiate with the 
Mercers.  He had read a statement at the Se-
lectboard’s April 14 meeting explaining his 
opposition. 

Board chairman Steve Bannon has also 
said he does not support the articles but he did 
not speak at the special town meeting. 

Other speakers included Kate Van Olst, 
who noted that she and her young son had 
been featured in a Boston Globe article about 
the dirty water problems.  She said she want-
ed to hear from Jim Mercer. 

He was present but did not speak.  
A motion was made but defeated to delete 

the article’s reference to $2.3 million. 
At 6:58 p.m., on a show of cards, the mo-

tion to acquire HWW failed on a show of 
cards. 

Second Article Discussed 
During discussion of the second article, to 

acquire Great Barrington Fire District, Donna 

Jacobs congratulated Ms. Gregory for her 
work, and Ms. Gregory and others praised the 
fire district.  

Walter Atwood III, chairman of the Pru-
dential Committee, said passing the article 
could mean the district would “most likely see 
you in court.” Ms. Jacobs  said she was 
“saddened” to hear threat of a lawsuit and the 
public could respond by not paying taxes or 
water bills. 

Others spoke and then Mr. Atwood moved 
to indefinitely postpone the article.  That was 
done on a show of cards and the meeting ad-
journed at 7:11 p.m. 

CTSB recorded the meeting, which can be 
viewed at ctsbtv.org/government-channel-
1303/ 

Mercers Favor Town Buying HWW 
While neither HWW owners Jim Mercer 

nor his father, Fred, spoke, they favor the 
town’s buying the water company. 

Jim Mercer has issued statements, posted 
on the HWW website and sent to customers,  
of why the town should do this.   
GBFD Committee Opposes Purchase 

The Prudential Committee, which runs the 
fire district between membership meetings, 
sent a letter to its customers explaining why it 
opposes a purchase.  

At the Prudential Committee’s April 8 
meeting, Mr. Mercer gave members a pro-
posed letter for voters stating that both water 
companies favor having the town acquire 
HWW — but not the fire district — and estab-
lish it as a standalone public water district. 

Will Brinker questioned who would pay.  
When the train is on fire and heading for a 
cliff, changing engineers won’t fix the prob-
lem, he commented. 

Ken Schumacher and Mr. Atwood said in 
principle they agreed to the proposal.  Howev-
er, the committee voted unanimously to table 
action on the letter until its April 22 meeting, 
after the special town meeting. 

HWW Being Investigated by DEP? 
Meanwhile, the Secretary of State’s Pub-

lic Records Division ordered the Department 
of Environmental Protection to provide docu-
ments THE NEWSletter had requested that 
were sent to and by HWW and DEP. 

A DEP employee who works with the 
media wrote THE NEWSletter that this “may 
be interfering with potential enforcement” as 
“three documents are our communications 
with a party under investigation. The fourth is 
our communication with their representative, 
their attorney.” 

THE NEWSletter appealed again to the 
Public Records Division on the grounds that 
both parties have seen the documents so this 
wouldn’t reveal anything.  A Public Records 
lawyer has been assigned to the new appeal. 

THE NEWSletter sent statements referred 
to in this article to its email list.  Subscribers 
who want them should just write the-
newsltr@gmail.com 

 

Hello, Folks ... 

 April 17 Meeting’s  
 Lesson for Officials 

PEOPLE’S COMMENTS before, at and 
after the April 17 special town meeting strongly 
indicate that they want the town manager and 
selectmen to provide information about what 
they’re doing in their closed-door sessions re-
garding Housatonic Water Works.  

People tell me they are frustrated by the 
failure to be given information about what is 
happening during those executive sessions on 
possible negotiations with HWW.  Is the town 
actually negotiating with HWW?  Does the 
lawyer hired to work on negotiations always 
attend?  Are more studies being done? 

There seems no reason a report can’t be 
given, if only something like “The board met 
for 27 minutes with the lawyer.  He provided 
information to help us consider our negotiating 
options,” and perhaps identify the kind of infor-
mation, if not a specific document. 

Or is “negotiations” being stretched to mean 
how a town-owned water committee would 
operate? 

But the selectmen and the former and inter-
im town managers have taken the approach that 
nothing at all should be disclosed except per-
haps the meeting’s length.   

Transparency makes governments trusted.  
Trust encourages people to approve warrant 
articles that government proposes. 

An example of what seems unnecessary 
withholding of information is the opinion attor-
ney David Doneski sent to interim town manag-
er Chris Rembold about the articles for the spe-
cial town meeting, including whether the votes 
would be advisory or binding.   

The opinion was sent by email April 14.  
When THE NEWSletter asked at the select-
men’s meeting that evening whether the select-
men had the lawyer’s opinion, board chairman 
Steve Bannon said they didn’t and Mr. Rembold 
was silent.   

But the opinion apparently had arrived — 
and even if it arrived after the meeting, there 
seems no reason why Mr. Bannon or Mr. Rem-
bold couldn’t make it known the next day. 

 One of these days, the Selectboard may ask 
voters to buy HWW.  It might not get its desired 
result if voters still have questions.  

Mr. Bannon also chairs the Berkshire Hills 
Regional School Committee.  When voters de-
feated the two requests to renovate Monument 
Mountain Regional High School, the chief rea-
son THE NEWSletter heard was that too many 
questions were unanswered. 

* * * 
ON A QUITE DIFFERENT MATTER, this 

is the first issue of the 34th year of publication 
of THE NEWSletter. 

Many thanks to copy editor Barbara Bailly 
and to the many board members and Town Hall 
people who promptly answer my sometimes 
frantic requests for information. 

The May issue may be later than usual.  
Computer programs need updating and that 
might take a while.           -Eileen W. Mooney 

 



More Information! 
SUBSCRIBERS CAN SIGN UP to 

receive news releases for Southern Berk-
shire Regional and Lee schools, the state 
Inspector General’s office and Berkshire 
Food Co-op. 

Interested?  Just let me know at the-
newsltr@gmail.com.  This is part of  your 
NEWSletter subscription.  There’s no 
added cost. 

You can sign up for everything.  Once 
you’re on a list, you can get off.   

Also on the list are: 
-1Berkshire, BEAT, Berkshire Agri-

cultural Ventures, Berkshire Black Eco-
nomic Council, Berkshire Bounty, Berk-
shire Community Land Trust, Chamber of 
Commerce, CHP; 

-W.E.B. Du Bois Freedom Center, 
Community Development Corp., Con-
struct, Cultural District; 

-District Attorney, Dewey Hall, Great 
Barrington Historical Society; 

-RSYP, Schumacher Center for a New 
Economics, Claire Teague Senior Center, 
and Volunteers in Medicine. 

Feel free to suggest more.  Some of 
those listed, such as the Chamber of Com-
merce, issue weekly releases; some issue 
them only once or twice a year.  

 

    

THE NEWSletter is a great gift!  
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BACK IN December 2012, JANET 
AND Bart Elsbach bought the 57-acre fair-
grounds on South Main Street to develop as 
a community resource. 

Great Barrington Fair Ground Redevel-
opment Project was formed as a nonprofit, 
according to the website, gbfg.org. 

Then the assessors determined that the 
property was commercial, not nonprofit, and 
had to pay taxes. 

In 2023,  town tax collector and treasurer 
Alicia Dulin placed a lien on the fairgrounds 
for unpaid real estate taxes. 

Fair Ground Community Redevelopment 
appealed to the state Appellate Tax Board for 
an abatement, which was granted on two 
acres. 

Ms. Dulin explained the result when 
THE NEWSletter asked: 

“This caused me to have to disclaim the 
tax taking and start over.  On April 1 of this 
year, I did a tax taking again and placed a 
lien on the fairgrounds.  They now have six 
months from April 1 to come forward and 
pay the back taxes in full.  

“If the back taxes are not paid in full by 
Oct. 1, I will then submit the foreclosure 
paperwork to the Land Court to begin the 
foreclosure process.  

“Once this paperwork is filed in Land 
Court, it can take anywhere from two to five 
years for a  foreclosure judgment in the case 
since Land Court is so backed up.” 

 

 
 

Community Gardens To Continue 
 Janet Elsbach told THE NEWSletter 

that “We look forward to another full and 
busy growing season with Multicultural 
BRIDGE, seeing the community beds in full 
bloom and full use, supplying hundreds of 
the most underserved members of our com-
munity with nourishing food and access to 
the land to grow it.” 

* * * 
A PUBLIC HEARING HAS BEEN 

CONTINUED TO June 9 for the request 
from AM MGMT 2, LLC for a proposed 20-
unit mixed-use project at 546 South Main St. 
to receive special permits to be in a water 
quality protection overlay district and waive 
requirements for the amount of commercial 
space. 

The special  permit is being continued 
until the board again has five members.  It’s 
been at four since December when Leigh 
Davis resigned after being elected state rep-
resentative in November. 

Special permits require four favorable 
votes. 

Also at their April 14 meeting, the se-
lectmen gave permits for: 

-One-day entertainment license for the 
Great Barrington Firefighters’ Associa-
tion Car Show on Main Street from Cottage 
to Bridge streets, including Castle and Rail-
road streets, on Aug. 7 from 4 to 9 p.m..  
Raindate is Aug. 17. 

-Entertainment license to Berkshire 
Busk for performances at various locations 
on Railroad Street, Main Street from Castle 
to Elm streets, at the Congregational Church 
and the Triplex on Fridays and Saturdays 
from June 27 through Aug. 30 from 6:30 to 
9:30 p.m.  Selectman Ben Elliott abstained 
from voting on this as he manages the Tri-
plex. 

-Entertainment license and one-day liq-
uor license for Berkshire International 
Film Festival to use the Town Hall Park 
May 29 and 31 from 5 to 7 p.m., including 
use of three Town Hall parking spaces from 
the evening of May 28 through the morn-
ing of June 1. 

Also approved was the film festival’s 
request to hang banners along Main and 
Railroad streets from April 21 through 
June 9 and to temporarily lift restrictions 
on parking time in downtown from May 29 
to June 1. 

-American Legion Murphy Leary Post 
298 to conduct its annual poppy boot drive 
on Main Street between Gas House Lane and 
the entrance to John B. Hull Oil on May 17 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Rain date is May 24. 

The post  was also given permission to 
conduct the Memorial Poppy fundraiser at 
various locations in Great Barrington and 
Housatonic throughout May. 

Schedule of Postage Fees Adopted 
They also approved a schedule of post-

age fees requested by town clerk Joshua 
Risen. 

He wrote that the clerk’s office has not 
charged a fee for documents bought through 
the town website.  A fee will help mitigate 
rising postage costs, he noted. 

The fee is $1 for one to four documents; 
$2, 5-9; $3, 10-14; $4, 15-19; and $5, 20-24,   
with a continuous addition of $1 for greater 
quantities. 

Transfer station stickers will be a flat $1 
fee. 

Ramsdell Building Committee 
The selectmen have appointed Frederica 

Sigel of Round Hill Road to the Ramsdell 
Building Committee.  The committee now 
has its seven members. 

The committee is charged with obtaining 
a design for a renovated library building.  It 
has a $100,000 grant from the Massachu-
setts Board of Library Commissioners 
for such work, plus voters at last year’s an-
nual town meeting approved $150,000. 

 In her application for appointment, Ms. 
Sigel noted that she and her husband have 
owned a home in Great Barrington since 
1992. 

She was on the board of the New Ro-
chelle (N.Y.) Public Library for 10 years, 
including two as president, and has been on 
the Landmarks and Land Use committee of 
her community board in New York City’s 
Greenwich Village, she wrote. 

Her experience includes being chief 
operating officer of Thomas Balsey Associ-
ates and U.S. operations leader of Atelier 
Ten, both in New York. 

She has a degree in English literature 
and art history from the University of Michi-
gan and a master’s degree in English litera-
ture from Tufts University. 

Other Actions Taken April 14 
Among other actions at that meeting, the 

selectmen approved without discussion a 
warrant for the May 3 annual town meeting 
and agreed to ask voters to discontinue part 
of Ramsdell Road.  That is Article 29 — the 
last one — on the warrant. 

 
 

Fairgrounds Update, Selectboard’s Actions, More 

 

Abatements Granted 
So Far This Year 

REPRODUCED ON THE NEXT page 
is the chart showing abatements granted or 
denied by the Board of Assessors so far in 
2025. 

The chart, which is public information, 
shows the tax before and after abatement 
and the property’s owner and location. 

The information is not on the assessors’ 
website page but principal assessor Ross 
Vivori said anyone wanting to see it can 
request it. 

Members of the Board of Assessors are 
Mr. Vivori, Tammy Touponce and Carol 
Strommer, who is also the  office’s admin-
istrative assistant. 
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    GREAT BARRINGTON PO-
LICE can be reached by calling 911 for an 
emergency or 528-0306.  Police handle am-
bulance dispatch. 

The department’s website is greatbar-
ringtonpolice.com and its Facebook page is 
facebook.com/GBPDMA/ 

The station is at 465 South Main St. 
Police officers wear cameras to help  

document investigations and incidents.  
The department participates in the state 

Disability Indicator Program. Forms are at 
mass.gov/doc/disability-indicator-form. 

March Police Report  
The following is from the month’s police 

report.  It does not include all police ac-
tions.  Police respond when the fire depart-
ment is called.  Those c are reported in the 
Fire Report elsewhere on this page. 

Thirteen collisions involving two-
vehicles were  reported in March, and a 
driver and bicyclist collided. No injuries 
were reported. One person was arrested. 

Someone reporting hitting a deer on 
Long Pond Road.  A truck hit a fallen tree.  
A different truck hit a pole. 

Police stopped 41 vehicles, resulting in 
40 citations/warnings being issued.  

Radar Used on 13 Town Streets 
Radar was run seven times on North 

Plain Road, six times on State Road, and 
four times on Stockbridge Road; 

Also, three times each on Egremont 
Plain Road and Main Street; twice each on 
Old Stockbridge Road and East and South 
Main streets, and once each on Alford Road, 
Fountain Pond and Park, Front, and Division  
streets, according to the police log. 

 Police unlocked 14 vehicles. 
Community Policing Visits 

Archer, the department’s comfort dog,  
visited Muddy Brook Regional Elementary 
School three times, including for observance 
of Read Across America Day.  

He also visited Undermountain Elemen-
tary School in Sheffield and Du Bois Re-
gional Middle School. 

The department’s co-responder met with 
residents at the Claire Teague Senior Center. 

Police went to Berkshire School in Shef-
field for a class about constitutional law and 
the Fourth Amendment regarding people’s 
right  to be secure in their persons, houses, 
papers, and effects.   

Seven people were taken to hospitals for 
psychiatric evaluation. 

Other Police Reports 
Someone reported to police that money 

was sent to a fraudulent Facebook market-
place post .  Another person said someone 
called trying to get her to buy Amazon gift 
cards. 

Federal Immigration and Customs En-
forcement notified police March 19 that 
agents were in town. 

Raccoons and Loose Dogs 
A raccoon was reported stuck in a 

Dumpster on Castle Hill Avenue.  Two rac-
coons were reported in a house on Kirk 
Street, Housatonic. 

A dog bit a caller’s son.  
Several loose dogs were reported. 

Arrests During March 
   THE NEWSletter identifies people 

who are arrested but not those who receive 
a summons. 

-David John Armstrong, 56, of Shef-
field, operating under the influence of liq-
uor, marked lanes violation & negligent 
operation of a motor vehicle. 

-Sarah D. Ashmore, 49, Rumford, 
Maine,  fugitive from justice on court war-
rant. 

-Brian J. Tranter Jr., 40, Great Barring-
ton, assault & dangerous weapon, a knife. 

-Lydia Ross, 68, Great Barrington, oper-
ating a motor vehicle with suspended regis-
tration. 

-Carolyn Estes, 75, Great Barrington, 
disturbing the peace. 

-Ian Tyrel Graham, 39, Great Barring-
ton, court-issued warrant. 

-Zachary Alexander Marshall, 36, Dal-
ton, possession of class A drug. 

-Jerzy Henryk Czeremcha, 58, Great 
Barrington, domestic assault & battery, dis-
turbing the peace, strangulation or suffoca-
tion, assault to rape. 

-Shanell D. Harden, 37, Great Barring-
ton, assault & battery on a health care work-
er, protective custody. 
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GREAT BARRINGTON FIRE STA-
TIONS are at  37 State Road. Great Bar-
rington, and 172 Front St., Housatonic. 

The State Road headquarters is open 
from 8 to 11:30 a.m. weekdays.  Its tele-
phone number is 528-0788.   

Its website page is townofgb.org/fire
-department and its Facebook page is at 
www.facebook.com/gbfiredept# 

Firefighters  responded to 134 inci-
dents  during March.  The State Road 
station State responded to 132 calls and 
Housatonic’s station to two. 

Calls included a chimney fire on 
Pearl Street, a brush fire on Division 
Street, a grass fire on Seekonk Road and a 
small campfire left unattended on Alford 
Road. 

None of the fires resulted in damage, 
Pamela Mulvey, the department’s admin-
istrative assistant, told THE NEWSletter. 

Other calls included rescuing lost 
hikers on the Thomas & Palmer Brook 
Reserve off State Road and helping the 
Egremont Fire Department rescue a hike 
who was having difficulty breathing. 

Firefighters assisted emergency medi-
cal crews 75 times, plus at three vehicle 
accidents.  

They removed someone from a 
stalled elevator at Simon’s Rock. 

 Twenty-two calls were for false 
alarms for release of hazardous materials 
or carbon monoxide or fire alarms acti-
vated because of malfunction or uninten-
tionally. 

Want to meet Arch-
er, the police depart-
ment’s comfort dog?  
Just call the station at 
528-0306 for an ap-
pointment. 

Fire Report 

Emotional Distress? 
Text 988, the suicide and crisis lifeline.  Free and confidential emotional support is 

available 24/7.  Veterans can press 1; for Spanish, press 2. Chat and more information 

Police Report for March 

THE NEWSletter — a great gift! 
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   THE  
SOUTH-
ERN Berk-
shire Reg-
istry of 
Deeds is in 
the Great 
Barrington 
Town Hall 

and open from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. week-
days. Documents are online at 
www.masslandrecords.com.  

Following are recent transactions of  
$35,000 or more in Great Barrington 
(including Housatonic), Egremont, Monte-
rey, Alford & West Stockbridge. 

-Dara M. Jenssen & George E. Bishop to 
Edwin A. Escobar & Mary I. Berrio, 49 Pine 
St., Great Barrington, $630,000. 

-KDD LLC to B&H Holding LLC, 5 
George St., Great Barrington, $100,000. 

-Thomas P. Murray & Holly J. Murray 
to Kenneth R. Landau & Stephanie Landau, 
15 Partridge Drive, Egremont, $1.049 mil-
lion. 

-Diane Finger & Steven M. Bellovin to 
Alan S. Fox & Resa Mastel, 20 Burning 
Tree Road, Great Barrington,  $1.15 million. 

-Timothy A. Parker & Sara L. Parker to 
Leah E. Vogel & Sylvia Lacy, trustees, Ni-
non Chalet Lifetime Trust F/B/O Leah E. 
Vogel Under Article, 48 Quarry St., Great 
Barrington, $715,000. 

-Construct Inc. to Jason C. Morse & 
Heather E. Churchill, 34 Pleasant St., Great 
Barrington, $580,000. 

-Alan J. Dolber & Roslyn L. Dolber to 
David Lewis & Jansulu Nurpeisova, 142 
Main Road, Monterey, $1,375,960. 

-Edward B. O’Malley & Mary B. 
O’Malley to Nancy Menusan & Gennifer 
Herley, 17 Cone Ave., Great Barrington, 
$425,000. 

-Cloud Kingdom 2020 LLC to Lars W.J. 
Linden & Jennifer Gilbert Linden, 300 East 
Road, Alford, $1.05 million. 

-Amanda C. Hembree, Marla Durso & 
Tony Leone to Amanda C. Hembree, 22 
Smith Road, West Stockbridge, $307,231. 

-William F. Cooke & Deborah A. Phil-
lips, trustees, William F. Cooke Revocable 
Trust & Deborah A. Phillips Revocable 
Trust, to Martin B. Alber  & Anne Johnston, 
4 Highland Drive, Great Barrington, 
$830,000. 

-Black Bear Holdings LLC to James 
Crosswell, Victoria Crosswell, Rebecca 
Santos & Gregory Santos, 1 Prospect Lake 
Road, Egremont, $1.02million. 

-Berkshire Pleasure LLC to Alexa 
Englander & Rose Franz, unit 3C, 281 Main 
St., Great Barrington, $852,000. 

-GJO LLC to Rocky/Addy LLC, 11 
Roger Road, Great Barrington, $50,000. 

-Maria E. Walker to Blake McDonald & 
Keith Asher, trustees, Blake McDonald 
Trust, 24 Main St., Egremont, $775,000. 

-Ilene Browner & estate of Florence 
Browner to G. Felda Hardymon & Frederick 
A. Tilton III, trustees, Harymon 2012 Revo-
cable Family Trust, 90 Creamery Road, 
Egremont, $530,000. 

Stockbridge 
     The Middle Berkshire Registry of 

Deeds at 44 Bank Row, Pittsfield, is open 
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:59 p.m. weekdays.  Doc-
uments are online at masslandrecords.com/
BerkMiddle/ 

-Charlotte L. Gaspard Trust & Swann 
Real Estate Trust to Stockbridge-Munsee 
Community, property on Fenn Farm Road, 
Cherry Hill Road & Sky Farm Road, Stock-
bridge, $2.5 million. 

-Lucas S. Swann, Kalina Swann, estate 
of Nicholas Swann, Lucas Swann & Kalina 
Swann, trustees, to Charlotte L. Gaspard, 
property on Cherry Hill Road, Monument 
Mountain Road & Sky Farm Road, Stock-
bridge, $307,500. 

-Audrey Shulman & Jane Goldenberg to 
David Allan Archer Jr. & Mikeaela Dawn 
Mintz, 5 Wheatley Drive, $1.3 million. 

-Next Acre South LLC to Mark Nemery 
& Joshua Nemery, 6 Bean Hill Road, Stock-
bridge, $150,000. 

 

     Recent Real Estate Transactions 

GREAT BARRINGTON IS PART of a 
four-town building department with Lee, 
Lenox and Stockbridge.  Building commis-
sioner is Matthew Kollmer, building in-
spector is Rian Dowd and administrative 
assistant is Kara Hovland. 

Their offices in the Town Hall are open 
weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to noon or by 
appointment. 

The building inspector issues permits 
and inspects projects and is Great Barring-
ton’s zoning enforcement officer.  

The telephone number is 528-3206.  
Inspectors; What Needs Permit 
Other inspectors are gas, Robert Gen-

nari at 274-0267; plumbing, Robert 
Krupski, 229-8019; and electrical, Theo-
dore Piontek, 274-6605. 

Permits are needed for siding, roofs, 
signs, foundations, fences, and temporary 
structures; to demolish structures; and to 
install chimney linings, alarm systems; new 
windows, wood stoves, insulation, sprinkler 
system, photovoltaics; tents, hot tubs; 

Also, pools, spas, alarms, sprinklers, 
sheds, solar installations, and home occupa-
tions.  

 Following are recent permits for pro-
jects valued at $70,000 or more, with the 
owner’s name, estimated value & the appli-
cant if not the owner: 

-Butternut Basin Inc., new ski lift at 
380 State Road, estimated value 
$3,625,000. 

-SASC Properties, move interior stair 
cases & add bathroom at 7 Fern Hill Road, 
Anthony Cunagin, $345,000. 

-Camp Institute of Living Judaism, 
replace signing & install new windows at 
Tsofim Beit Am building at 53 Brookside 
Road, Benjamin Rivest, $144,238. 

-Peter A. Sweet Jr., install building at 
49 Seekonk Road, $82,000. 

-Great Barrington Real Estate, HVAC 
work at 300 Stockbridge Road, Todd Du-
val, $75,000. 

-Joan Griswold, build four-bedroom 
home at 275 Division St., Timothy Martin 
contractor, estimated value $312,000. 

-Jamie T. Sotis, remove lead paint, 
replace exterior doors, replace 19 windows 
at 301 State Road, Alex Komlev, $71,300. 

-Nellda Clark, replace siding at 48 Kal-
liste Hill, Adam Quenneville, $88,000. 

-Stephen & Kristina Kiesel, install 48 
panels of rooftop solar array & remove 16 
existing panels at 14 Kalliste Hill, Joshua 
Borozny, $80,360. 

-Zaharias & Christine Giannaris, new 
office, heating & cooling system, kitchen & 
acoustical in commercial building at 67 
State Road, Ralph Lombardi, $185,000. 

Building Permits of $70,000 Or More 

 

HAVING A TAG SALE?  You need a 
permit from the town clerk’s office.  
Town code lets Great Barrington and 
Housatonic residents have two tag sales 
a year, with each permit good for up to 
two consecutive days.  If you don’t own 
your property, you need a letter from 
the owner stating it’s OK.  The fee is $5.   
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THE NEWSletter unfortunately lacks 
the space to include all details                                                         
and all survivors. 

It emails obituaries when it receives 
them to subscribers who requested them.    

 

Richard H. Burdsall 
Richard Howard Burdsall, 90, of South 

Egremont died March 27 at his home. 
He was predeceased in 2018 by his wife of 

63 years, Priscilla Rogers-Burdsall. 
Mr. Burdsall leaves four children, Richard, 

Thomas, Sarah and Stuart; 12 grandchildren; 
and six great-grandchildren. 

Finnerty & Stevens Funeral Home handled 
arrangements. 

Memorial donations are suggested through 
the funeral home for the benefit of a charity to 
be named later. 

LuAnn Dombrowski 
LuAnn Dombrowski, 71, of Mill River 

died March 28. 
She attended Taconic Hills Regional High 

School in Philmont, N.Y. before moving to 
Rockaway, N.Y., with her husband.  

After moving to the Berkshires, she 
worked at Berkshire County Arc, where she 
and her companion, John Goudey, would dress 
up as Mickey and Minnie santas. 

Besides Mr. Goudy of Mill River, her com-
panion of 35 years, Mrs. Dombrowski leaves 
his daughter, Alicia Ryan of Sheffield, Christo-
pher Dombrowski of Pittsfield, Heather Dom-
browski of Sheffield, and Alison Firch of Rio 
Linda, Calif.; her sisters, Letty Malin of 
Craryville, N.Y., and Lori Brauski of 
Punxsutawney, Pa.; and four grandchildren. 

Finnerty & Stevens Funeral Home handled 
arrangements.  

Memorial donations are suggested  directly 
or through the funeral home to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital. 

Margaret Gillett 
Margaret Alice Hastedt Gillett, 94, of 

Housatonic died at home March 29.   
She worked at Ried Cleaners for 40 years 

and left to run the swimming pool business she 
and her husband, William, owned. 

Mrs. Gillett leaves her children, Barbara 
Bailly of Maine, William of Utah and Jeanne 
Bachetti of Sheffield; 10 grandchildren; 11 
great-grandchildren; three great-great-grand-
children; and her sister, June Hastedt. 

She was predeceased by her husband, Wil-
liam; her daughter, Sharon; a great-great-
grandson; her brothers Fred, William, Albert, 
Arthur and Raymond Hastedt; and her sisters, 
Anna Kindick, Alice Hess, Edna Finkle and 
Dorothy Badurski. 

Finnerty & Stevens Funeral Home handled 
arrangements.  

Memorial donations are suggested to Hos-
pice in the Berkshires. 

John B Hull III 
John B Jull III, 92, of Great Barrington 

died April 7 at Fairview Hospital. 
He graduated from Berkshire School in 

Sheffield and attended Colgate University for 
two years, when he left to enter the Army in 
1954. 

He served 16 months in Korea and was 
honorably discharged after serving active duty 

for two years.  He then spent six years in the 
Army Reserves. 

After leaving the Army, he went to work at 
John B. Hull Jr. Coal and Oil Business, which 
he eventually owned and operated for many 
years. 

Mr. Hull served two different terms as 
trustee of Fairview Hospital, was a member of 
Hope Fire Department for 15 years and served 
on the Great Barrington Planning Board. 

From 1962 to 1998, he was a director of 
the former Mahaiwe Bank and its successor,  
First Agricultural Bank.   

He was a trustee of Berkshire School for 
11 years and a board member and president of 
Construct. 

In the 1990s, he organized eight investors 
to buy the remains of Taconic Lumber Co and 
convert it into public parking, the Triplex 
Movie Theater and businesses such as an art 
gallery and a bakery. 

He also was a past president of Wyan-
tenuck Country Club and, for 35 years, chair-
man of its tournament committee.  He scored 
three home-in-ones during his golfing career. 

Mr. Hull was predeceased in 2012 by his 
wife of 55 years, Sally Jane Arnold Hull.  He 
was also predeceased by his son John B. Hull 
IV and sister, Joan Kelly. 

He leaves his children, Forrest A. Hull Sr., 
Hannah Lee Hull, Bruce C. Hull and Roger W. 
Hull; eight grandchildren; and his sister, Elee 
Hull. 

Birches-Roy Funeral Home handled ar-
rangements. 

Memorial donations are suggested to Fair-
view Hospital, First Congregational Church in 
Great Barrington or Berkshire School. 

Barbara VanDeusen Kot 
Barbara Elizabeth Ann VanDeusen Kot, 

87, of Great Barrington died April 9 at Fair-
view Commons. 

She attended the former Williams High 
School in Stockbridge while also working part-
time for the former W.T. Grant Co. from 1954 
to 1956. 

She then worked for 42 years in food ser-
vice at Fairview Hospital.  For the last 15, 
from 1958 to 2000, she was food service su-
pervisor. 

Mrs. Kot leaves her husband of 58 years, 
John Kot; her daughter, Lynn Rene Reynolds; 
a granddaughter; four great-grand-daughters; 
and two great-granddaughters. 

She was predeceased by her brother, Don-
ald J. VanDeusen, and her sisters, Jo-Ann 
Shepard and Carol S. Stalker. 

Birches-Roy Funeral Home handled ar-
rangements. 

Memorial donations are suggested to the 
Alzheimer’s Association through the funeral 
home. 

Marc Edward Lavalette 
Marc Edward Lavalette,  54, of Great Bar-

rington died April 2. 
Mr. Lavalette leaves his parents, Peggy 

Lavalette and James Lavalette; his stepmother, 
Deb; and his brother, Billy Lavalette. 

Finnerty & Stevens Funeral Home handled 
arrangements. 

Memorial donations are suggested to the 
Berkshire Humane Society. 

John Lucey 
John Richard Lucey, 86, of Great Barring-

ton died April 15. 
After attending the former Searles High 

School, he worked at the former First National.  
He also worked at Decker’s Auto in Sheffield 
and Dolby’s Florist in Great Barrington.  

When he was 18, he joined the Army Re-
serves.  

Mr. Lucey worked at the American Insti-
tute  for Economic Research for nine years  
before going to the Lakeville Journal, where he 
was on the camera and layout team during the 
era of letterpress printing.  

He then went to Kwik Print, where he 
worked for 28 years before retiring. 

During retirement, he delivered prescrip-
tions for the former Bill’s Pharmacy for 10 
years.  When that business was sold, he 
worked for Lenox Village Pharmacy.  His final  
retirement was at age 80. 

For more than  65 years, Mr. Lucey was a 
volunteer for youth athletics.  He was a Little 
League coach for 25 years, including five 
years as league president.  He coached Babe 
Ruth and a high school boys’ baseball team 
that won the Berkshire County Championship.  

In 1976, he founded the first local girls’ 
basketball team, which became the Golden 
Knights.   

He  often told parents that “It is not the 
game that I am teaching out there; it is life.” 

He also worked with the town Parks De-
partment. 

Mr. Lucey leaves his wife of 65 years, 
Anne Marie Pompi Lucey; his children, There-
sa Rumph, Robert Lucey, Mark Lucey and 
Heather Twing; his brother, William Lucey;  
12 grandchildren; and four great-grand-
children. 

He was predeceased by his son, Michael, 
and his parents, Grace and Robert Lucey.   

Finnerty & Stevens Funeral Home handled 
arrangements. 

Memorial donations are suggested to Saint 
Peter’s Catholic Church or Housatonic Youth 
Basketball through the funeral home. 

 Alice A. Olender 
Alice A. Olender, 97, of Great Barrington 

died April 14 at Fairview Commons. 
She attended the former Searles High 

School and then worked in the weave shop at 
the former Monument Mills, in the housekeep-
ing department at Willowood Nursing Home 
and as a garment inspector for the former Ried 
Cleaners. 

Mrs. Olender leaves her daughters, Barba-
ra Benham of Housatonic and Patricia Olender 
of Omaha, Neb.; three grandchildren; and sev-
en great-grandchildren. 

Her husband of  36 years, Stanley J. 
“Tobey” Olender, died in 1983.  She was also 
predeceased by her brothers, Joseph, John, 
Henry, Thomas, Franky and Steven Badurski, 
and her sisters, Regina Dacey, Mary Boris and 
Helen Badurski. 

Birches-Roy Funeral Home handled ar-
rangements. 

Memorial donations are suggested to the 
Claire Teague Senior Center through the funer-
al home. 

                                                                                  

Obituaries 
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More Information! 
SUBSCRIBERS CAN SIGN UP to re-

ceive news releases for Southern Berkshire 
Regional and Lee schools, the state Inspector 
General’s office and Berkshire Food Co-op. 

Interested?  Just let me know at the-
newsltr@gmail.com.  This is part of  your 
NEWSletter subscription.  There’s no added 
cost. 

You can sign up for everything.  Once 
you’re on a list, you can get off.   

Already on the list are: 
-1Berkshire, BEAT, Berkshire Agricultur-

al Ventures, Berkshire Black Economic 
Council, Berkshire Bounty, Berkshire Com-
munity Land Trust, Chamber of Commerce, 
CHP; 

-W.E.B. Du Bois Freedom Center, Com-
munity Development Corp., Construct, Cul-
tural District; 

-District Attorney, Dewey Hall, Great 
Barrington Historical Society; 

-RSYP, Schumacher Center for a New 
Economics, Claire Teague Senior Center, and 
Volunteers in Medicine. 

Feel free to suggest more.  Some of those 
listed, such as the Chamber of Commerce, 
issue weekly releases; some issue them only 
once or twice a year.  

Sent To Everyone 
Everyone gets information from the town, 

including  Mason and Ramsdell libraries; the 
Berkshire Hills Regional School District; and 
the Attorney General’s Division of Open 
Government.  

That’s because the town — especially its 
libraries — serves everyone and it and the 
school district are taxes support them, and the 
Secretary of State’s Division of Open Gov-
ernment oversees the Open Meeting Law, 
which helps ensure government transparency. 
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